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A Study of Gyeonggi Female Writers (1)

This book focuses on general aspects of Gyeonggi Female writers. Though we
include both classical and modern writers in the process of research, we release a
part of the research on the female writers of the classic era first at this time.
Another book on the modern female writets of Gyeonggi will be published next
year.

The five classic women writers associated with Gyeonggi include Heonanseolheon,
Hwang Jin-i, Gang Jeong-il-dang, Hyegyeng-gung Hong-ssi, Hongrang. The
grave of Heonanseolheon is in Gwangju, and Gang Jeong-il-dang married and
lived in Gwangju and her grave is in Seongnam. Hwang Jin-i, a renowned
concubine of Gaeseong, is one of Songdosamjeol including Seo Hwa-dam and the
Bakyeon Fall. The grave of Hyegyeng-gung Hong-ssi was moved to the grave of
Prince Sado in Suwon by King Jeongjo. And Hongrang was butied along with
her lover, Choegyeongchang in Paju.

The classic women writers discussed in this book are related to Gyeonggi
province, but they are representatives of the classical writers of Korea.

Considering the fact that only a few female writers of Chosun era are known.
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their literary works are valued highly with the history of Korean literature. So
they are not only the writers of Gyeonggi but also major representatives of the
classic female writers of Korea.

Specifically Heonanseolheon and Hwang Jin-i were very popular with the
excellent quality of their literature and exceptional talents which are rare among
the common female contemporaries. This book focuses on those aspects of their
life and work.

Hwang Jin-i wrote several fine poems in three lines 01: “Sijo”. One of her

poems which is related to her lover, Seo Hwa-dam fallows.

In the green valley, O Blue Water!

Do not boast of thy easy flowing.

If once thou reach the ocean blue

thou canst not come again.

Bright Moon shines on the empty mountain -
why not rest upon my breast?

(Translated by Tae Hung Ha)

Blue Water or Sapphire Stream is the pun on a romantic gentleman called
“Byukkyesoo” who boasted that no woman could conquer him, and Bright
Moon is the poet, Hwang Jin-i. In this poem, she sings of the lure of her own
loveliness, which made him surrender to her charms while he was riding across
the Full Moon Hill in Kaesong.

In addition, Hyegyeng-gung Hong-ssi and Gang Jeong-il-dang were born
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with the nobility and Hong became a daughter-in-law in the loyal family and
the other a daughter-in-law in the noble class. Their writings show the political
switls of the era and women wirtues of the Yangban class based on
Neo-Confucianism.

In addition, the love of anecdote between a gisaeng (a singing and dancing
girl) Hongrang and Choe Gyeong-chang appeals to us beyond their era. Choe
Gyeong-chang translated Honrang's poem for him into Chinese and included it
(with a title, Beonbanggok) in his anthology, Gojukyugo. The affectionate
relationship between two people still touches the hearts of many people. Its

contents include the following:

I cut off a branch of the wild willow

And send out to my love.

Under the window of thy chamber

Plant and watch it grow.

When, in the evening rain, a bright new leaf unfolds,

Look on it as my fair brow.

( Translated by Tae Hung Ha)

This book discusses on seven issues of the above five writers. The focuses of the
discussion are on the relationship between life and work; the spacial aspect of life
and literature; the literary relevance of Gyeonggi Province; the nature of their
literary world and their places in the literary history; literary networks among

wrtters and their literary lineage. In addition, this research includes a list of
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works and related literature and their cultural alterations in the present time.
This study is based on related literature research and data acquisition, and several
actual visits on the related places.

There are some researches available on these women writers. However this
book is different from them in its new focus on their link with Gyeonggi
Province and practical uses of their lives and heritage in our time.

Providing a comprehensive list of research data and literary works, we
rediscover the literary world of the Gyeonggi women writers of Chosun era and
help other related researchers. And we hope this book can be used as a basic
matertal for education. We also hope this research on Heonanseolheon, Hwang
Jin-i, Hyegyeonggung Hong-ssi and etc. who lived in Chosun era can be utilized
as contemporary cultural contents(films, dramas, musicals, animations etc.) and
facilitate the local cultural tourism. In addition, we expect this book will be a
better foothold for a similar study of the modern femnale writers in Gyeonggi
province.

The publication of this book is sponsored by Gyeonggi-do and the Gyeonggi
branch of the National Association of Cultural Centers. We hope this is a good
opportunity for understanding the traditions and values of Gyeonggi culture and

creating and developing them for the current and future society.
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