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Pure_Possession - Stone

Possessing something is important. For the
sake of a better, more human life.

What does it mean to possess something?
The object of possession can be natural matter
or artificial creations derived from natural
resources. Or, at times, certain values or the
very criteria for valuation within a given
social structure. Such acts of possession are
often deemed to be personally achieved,
but in many cases they are accomplished on
community or public levels.

Let us not concern ourselves with immaterial
objets such as power, occupation or honor

for now. Also, let us sidestep the issue of human
interrelations. Here, | wish to discuss a more
generic topic, that of physical possession

in the realm of universal reality.

In the rubric of complex contemporary society,
or our lives that are in fact becoming even
simpler, possession has become the criteria for
determining the social status of the subject,
going beyond its simple definition as “the
accumulation of goods with the aim of
maintaining a safe and comfortable life.” This
isn't a particularly recent development. From
times of old, those who possess were superior
to, conquered, and ruled over others who

did not. Perhaps the social status the privileged
occupied led to even greater possessions.
Regardless of the casual logic, these two
conditions gave rise to a cycle of inequality.
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Possession is an act grounded in desire.

It can be seen as the realistic embodiment of
inner desire. Of course, not all desire could

be embodied in the form of possession,

and in that sense, desire is more fundamental
and categorical whereas possession is concrete
and explicit. And the physical desire of

human beings can be categorized into mental
and physiological desire based on their points
of departure. Physiological desire entirely
relies on sensory input. For convenience’s sake,
let us call this primary desire, and label
mental desire as secondary. Possession by
primary desire is directly connected to

human life. One must secure nourishment
when hungry, and find something to warm the
body when cold. This realm may appear

to be primal, but most acts of possession we
see in our contemporary life belongs to this
category. People need sunglasses to protect
their eyes from bright light; refrigerators

to preserve food safely and for a longer period;
vitamin pills and workout devices, or at times
gym memberships to maintain physical
health. Most of the goods sold at wholesale/
discount stores such as cars, watches, smart
phones or computers are in fact in this
category. Also, various immaterial cultural
products and services that help us overcome
life-degrading stress have become critical
elements for survival in our lives.

Possession motivated by the secondary desire
belongs to a higher level, and may appear

to be less practical. This kind of possession,
which aims to sate mental thirst, is influenced
by psychological and affective dimensions
such as value systems and aesthetic standards.
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Of course, the kinds of desire and possession
cannot be clearly differentiated. There are
intermediate states, and in fact the greater
majority of possessions harbor characteristics
from both categories. Also, designating the
standards for categorization in a universal and
objection fashion also appears to be an
impossible task, as people have differing
degrees and objects of desire, which means the
standard and modes of possession may also
vary. Also, there exists the risk of essentializing
problems that belong to the inner realm of
human thought.

Despite such dangers, | attempt this analysis
not in order to criticize or designate possession,
but to reflect on my own life and the essence
of ourselves by questioning what desire and
possession may mean.

The kind of possession, in other words mental
desire and possession, is rather radical. The
reason is simple. Because it looks more human,
and because desire for gem stones is more
impractical than mental. Reflection tells us that
gem stones are indeed pretty much useless,

at least for life (sustainment). Pearls on a pig’s
neck. This could be a good combination.

What are gem stones? In general, this word
indicates valued stones - in a more
professional sense, gem stones mean objects
that satisfy conditions such as beauty as
mineral,traditionality, rarity, and desire for
possession. Under these conditions,

certain stones become special objects to us
humans.

In the contemporary society, the conditions
that define these gem stones complete their
values by forming proper, organic relationships.
Conditions that appear to be systematic

and scholarly go beyond their simplicity as
properties, and serve to protect and maintain
the values in strong framework. And more
realistic reasons such as rarity or demand,
rather than the abstract notion of beauty, play
critical roles in our capitalistic society.

The act of possessing these special stones

is no longer limited to the upper level.

Most weddings entail exchanges of gems,
even small towns have jewelry stores,

sellers and buyers abound online or through
home shopping channels. Even the price

has considerably gone down. In short, owning
gem stones has become a universal act.
Indeed, rarity as the central criteria for the
evaluation of gems has lost its station.

Gems have been mined for centuries, and
people seldom lose their precious acquisitions,
taking care to preserve and retain their
possessions. However, we still value and
cherish gems; in this regard, gem stones are
symbols of higher human values, signs of
psychological desire, instead of practical goods
to be used in our daily lives.

No one can possess everything he/she desires.
If there are such people, the boundaries

that define their lives would probably be
severely limited or exceptionally rigid. Or they
may have reached a level that transcends
mundane desires. The latter case is devoid of
realistic context, and the former two

may appear more sage, but sad. Or, too
prideful.

We always face the forking roads that each
head out towards what we can have, and those
we cannot. We think possession leads

to abundance, but this may not always be the
case. Choosing means leaving out the rest.

As mentioned above, possession is based

on the endless demands of human desire.
Unfortunately, possession does not resolve,
if temporarily sate, the desire itself. Then,
what are we to do with our relentless desires?
I cannot provide an answer - but desire

is to be regulated and controlled. This is

a matter closely interconnected to happiness,
which is what we ultimately seek until the
day we perish.
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