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Preface

Gyeonggi, Mahan special exhibition is jointly organized by the Gyeonggi Province Mu-
seum and the Korea Cultural Heritage Association to reveal the identity of Mahan based on
archaeological discoveries from the Gyeonggi region. This exhibition presents 750 artefacts,
including Mahan iron swords found in Unyang-dong, Gimpo.

The exhibition aims to discover the characteristics of Mahan in three parts. The First
part is to recognize how the Mahan was built by explaining archaeological research of the
bronze age and the early iron age. For example, A reel surrounding the top of the hill can be
regarded as the origin of "Sodo"##, artefacts regarding smith iron can be seen as the Ma-
han'sMahan's beginning. In the second part, the exhibition introduced artefacts produced
during Mahan'sMahan's flourishing age. Newly found artefacts on remains such as Plain
Harder Pottery, iron which drastically increased in both sorts and quantity, Marbles which
assumably manufactured from else and imported shows the Mahan's culture, often be con-
sidered as the federation of the small states. In part three, the exhibition introduces how did
the small state of Baekjef®# be able to grow as an ancient state@# and merge other rival na-
tions explaining by referencing their material civilization. Mahan small nations maintained
their own traditions, recognizable by looking at some ruins around Gyeonggi-province.

We can feel the great beginning of our Korean people## when looking at mere evidence
on the Gyeonggi-province Mahan people.

We expect to see our ancestors historical footpath by the record of the time; Mahan
people are skilled and honourable worriers who respect the defeated opponents.

Special thanks go to the people who gave support to the exhibition.

December, 2021

Director of the Gyeonggi Province Museum Klm, Kiseob
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Congratulatory
speech

Korea Cultural Heritage Association strives to share the results of excavation. One ex-
ample, the association held special exhibitions on the latest excavation results in every re-
gion every year with support from the Cultural Heritage Administration from 2014. This
exhibition aims to gather support from the public to protect or preserve the buried treasures.

Our 8th-time exhibition is jointly held with Gyeonggi Provincial Museum. We aimed to
show recent excavations in Gyeonggi-do focusing on living life as Mahan and their culture.
Discover and experience Mahan’s cultural traits to recognise the transformation between
Mahan to Hansung Bacekje era.

Mahan was only a tiny states’ federation but had improved iron smithing and pottery
technologies. On top of that, frequent external culture is shared between China and Japan.
As a result, it is recognised that Mahan reached to highly developed civilisation. Mainly,
those Mahan states in Gyeonggi-do were located in the centre of the Korean peninsula en-
abled to interact with both Northern and Southern cultures. Those characteristics become
Hansung Baekjae’s cultural background, leading Baekjae to play one of the most significant
key roles in ancient Korean culture.

Recently, associates in our association located in Gyeonggi and Seoul region excavated
numerous treasures belonging to Mahan and early Hansung Bacekje. As a result, we discov-
ered various types of villages, tombs, manufacturing facilities, etc. This unique exhibition
chose primary artefacts to introduce to the public. Those 750 artefacts which highlighted
from fellow researchers such as Gold earrings excavated in Unyang-dong, Gimpo and Pot-
tery excavated in Geumnam-ri, Namyangju are exhibited.

After this unique exhibition, I hope the people understand buried artefacts and recog-
nise the importance of broads. Furthermore, I hope hard-working associates and fellow
researchers tracking our ancestors can gather more interest and caring the public.

Lastly, special thanks to the Gyeonggi-provincial Museum staff, associates lend precious ar-

tefacts, and the Cultural Heritage Administration supported the difficulties of novel Covid-19.

December, 2021

Korea Cultural Heritage Association Chairman SEQ, Young—il
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Mahan arose in a confederacy of tribal states during the period from the 3rd to 2nd centuries
BC in the background of the slender bronze dagger culture. The origin of ‘Sodo’, which is a sacred
district in Mahan dates back to remains of settle- ment surrounded by a ditch from the Bronze Age.

According to the Chinese Records of the Three Kingdoms (Account of Dongyi, Book of Wei], and
Book of the Later Han (Treatise on the Dongyi), it was called ‘Han( )" as early as from around the 3rd
century BC and emerged in history as a small political entity from the 1st century BC.

Mahan consisted of 54 statelets and each statelet was formed as large and small unit groups that
existed in the agricultural societies during the Bronze Age were integrated based on geographical
conditions or cultural regions. By the 3rd to 2nd centuries BC of the early Iron Age, bronze weapons
and ritual objects owned by the rulers as their metal artifacts were replaced by state-of-the-art iron
tools, heralding the arrival of a new era.
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Tubular Jade

& Lis 1X1E 57| 82112 K|

kl

H=7| 71R4F 10~0M17 1
20| 16.0(85), 20| 135(85), 20| 81(115)
IYEHST A

UG s A 7= LA HdT Ak AMORA A=, 20179 AdZeRAtATe] W

SBRARBIITE, HF7 A FARE FEAo] A5, 5 187171 SAIEr] BAGeE w3y

o gop kel o PR} ol ], A5 A N B, WA
ot e B, BT, R1RQ EUE, B4 So| wast 1eln stk ghgmepe] o]
8~16cmel] FER= 39| Tg-Z o] MR, B 2AE HF7 1A chg&Eo] i 2~dem
o] 2710l Mot vlma) Wl 74y 2 Fslolek, olelat thY thES-S Tt GAIT7 obfet 45
Aeh F21449] B AHE AYBHE B 7HsAe] Feut, o] Tt ok FAXeIA e g
= FARoA] ARSI,

A FS7IMC 15 FAR

024 025




7371, uit A S

6

L LRl

=7 0

BREA L - ds M
Pottery, Stone Implement

1 Zois KIE H57| 98, 15 T4
NE7| 7|12 10~9M7 1
0| 350(E71/12), SIxf20| 14.3A=/1=), i

STUEHSH AT

026

20| 159(A4E/93)

fon

7
v 57
PLHIEAT]

Semilunar Stone Knife

& Yots 111" 57| #7147
4571 71T 10~9M17 [Z
0l42~55 = 126~218

r—é’

RS A%

kl

N ox

Al



A1% - ok ofe e ek

Aol 57317| AlEee 27127144 54,
AA Hes

Tomb from the early Iron Age, Geomam-dong, Incheon

H AU A QHYAA AT HUF 415- 1K) YO R 20114 FR I TS A4S BF A
Sk, 271871 A ehe] A SIUE 10k A3 do] B AR Al ERo] a8 8ot
AU G ol HEH AYES Tl um o] sl wAe) Bl Adels del &

4 | 8 ol 42 vt 2 s, =
B YEROR it Fé F U o] Bl A0 Helth, HekE Aol IE FRARL

A E2 1A AT A77E-FUR o159l the 7197 3~24 ool AjRhEl R0 St

rr
>
o i
off
)
N
rE
o
i
=2
o
fi
Hm
il
2
rr
n)
-z
1=
o]

15 EYE 1S EZR FALS

15 BB MESd 25 e

i)
ra
oX

(=
T

028 029




747, vt uA) S

=240

8

HEHE7]

b i e
Attached-rim Vessel

T HUs 15 EgR

7|A7
0l

P 10
I

=
=
17

()

7
745

Or_)iv_
[

F
0

)

030

[ 3~2A7 14

(O [ZENIALI S A%

9
AEs4
Ll

Slender Bronze Dagger

o 2Ys 1= ERE
|

271 712X 3~2M7 14

w B

7
0] 317 4H] 295

AL - of

s

oS Ak

031



771, v ) S

A1% - ok ofe e ek

10
Aw7), 471¢

Iron Axes, Iron

N

A

QIM s 1= BT

ZIIEI| 71T 3~2M17 14
S| 21, x| 39(E=7)
QTN HTMA 2 2 A%

032

M{d
jiN)
ot

4712 miete] WA
719074 3~24)7] HEhes]8s)

ThE s iRk F47] B7IAG(NE R A 23H 9 £} FFE HESH] fsie olErt A
Al71e] szl el o] tisiA dofof Fik, 7|9 5~441719] AFHENET] A171Q1 AE 714
i 71 xAle] e Estel DalsHAl BE. of Al7]9) Wetx| g2 xAlwelel £3hH 54
A A2 e Inefiel o7|usERs Sl FAshs Al 281 SslM 8w el /el &l
o, B71A A2 FuA] el o] Hx 9 g ol Ese W HAHIHIH 1). ¥
it FalA A ofE PASh= WA oA A GAdo] vEgE Zloltt. o] A7 =] olut niekt 24 o
AAAURE 2AE 7] ok

719473 3AI717F = A7 A A2 IR ERA ol 717 SR Y17 s AR e
A 1177}11 27PA7IAHR B dolMs YFHEN RS =& AT E A4 BHEN =77}
e ol F= Al7ell gt Z7IA| Aol FdrimaneErt Roge o FekeralE visste ¢
A AYs, ‘2%‘2“ &5, BY spgelRA Sold 2717 7 ERIE S Fekse = 9E8d
EYEZ7E AYEe o= AABHENE 7 skl on, oAt eeat i 2Pl 44T
HEQ=7] S AR, A2h= 78 1ME, A2 71, s, oM ol2], ofd o]
2 FolA FAAY =, AR 50l ek FEA S 7193 3~2A1710] ALl ARt AAlR A
71T e JJ*EF R0l SABk= 7194 2~141719] vt AfRt=a o] SdEeks 7193 SH7 15

_XE_

fluf

RELRE ﬂﬂ&H ok LEoA 713 e 4717\ del AT
2 7PsAo] T 2. 47 2 deiole] AR Er|of A A TR o) Bas H]u}ﬂq A
S N P S PP
selslc}, yatolA nfela gk uisko s ;Mg% ato] gjofo] sRkath 2 4 Itk 9), Fhe £
A1 94 2~1417))2} 318F BAAE (1A 3A71)2) 5L B B ) g B niete] W7 7]
A7 3~2417 el et 7Hs o] A1, o] Bk b 7190 5~447] BAS oA B A= A%
AR/t Basich YPRENE/ | Rolol LYY ER S| Botwo] AgbY, HE7| R84 A7)
she o] ey, 1A A0k TRAESHo] £5H HEkA|o}o] X718 ABA o] thet A AT

2 584 ofo] ehet shere 32 4= kS Aolek

033



A YoM} 3-2x1H

(B7IXIR) s

(S/HERIH)

(27 Ixiely

124X ME5125

YT LT 45
B3

(a2 oKt

=S

0z
~
o
~
o
M1
i
g
A
Ral
12
[eal

(&) Tl 27| R

@ AYHEUEI

@ YUARIUHENED
A HAAHEUHEII
v AUUHEHE))| + ; ' e Ay i SmEE7| AZISEEET|
sk H22| HESREI|/PHHI %7 )EDN ik s 5t M 2 47| B det MK 22
A MR HMM=E 50 100m
(A2 1) PHHEHE7 [26H 2R 2K 547 ) TEMO| SAX(QXIS) TAM a0 F2 429
S Y MEXER HS

71t 07| & Nzt HEct ST 2= F 2N

(O 3) 27| A HelX|S HAEEUET |oF M2 IEENET | 25
HISEEEY o] 2= Ofetg &

2iEh ey (71247 37 2417 )2
034

S Heloll siERict

035




ojehe
st

of

ofeke &7|, . HetX|g0 24 225IReH J7 [0 73T SMIZ[0IlM 713= 4M17[7EK| ZXH
FA=OIR0|Ch Z7 XG0l 22 L= Qo Higez BH, oF 7|3 IMVIRH 7[E= 4M713
| & .

r

7| 2L £501 21 Sl LIERLT Ik 27{7Iek RSl S lsiet W) ofs HexEe| 24
X, J2IT FPXSGAEE, SRR SRALHREARE S02 TREN, K20 YT 0P CiY
3101 Z71XI2} Lol Cioet BRIRIS0| EHSS =l & 4 S,

37 20t o[t THE Ofgt Al7|9f =2t d2 &V[Q 2E & Ege2 HA 7|70 2fgr 5Z0|
LTSk, O A7 |20t &2 2=01M 719 HEHE JEREEY| S= H=ARER £7|9 Fefs &
= MEIEZET 7 AT, TS Solf ohR| Tl =25 =Koz BoSt= E40] ok

’. HEX

Ol Z7|o] eEut Lot wF= Ale| HaHE S&lot 1t =7 LEsk= A7 |E OHEsHAC.

Mahan was a confederacy of statelets that existed from the 3rd century BC to mid-4th century
AD across Gyeonggi, Chung- cheong, and Jeolla provinces. The latest discoveries excavated in
the Gyeonggi region traces back to around the 1st century BC to 4th century AD. Largely, the
settlements and tombs of Mahan are characterized by “yeo"(&) and “cheol”(¢h)-shaped architecture,
and earth mound tombs, pit tombs, stone mound tombs, and types of artifacts are greatly varied,
indicating that different political entities existed in the Gyeonggi region. Notable cultural aspects
of Mahan compared to the former periods include the advance of iron farming tools and use of
cows in farming with the development and dissemination of iron tools, production of plain harder
pottery fired at higher temperatures and gray paddled patterned pottery influenced by the Warring
States period of ancient China, and active acceptance of advanced cultures and objects through the
Imperial Han(&) Lelang Commandery. The development of iron tools and active exchanges during
this period promoted social change and provided an opportunity for the develop- ment of the ancient
state.
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Essence of Mahan earth mound tomb, Unyang-dong, Gimpo
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Tomb where a mounted jar with a lid is buried discovered in northernmost Gyeonggi region, Gwol
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Ruins of a large settlement from the Proto Three Kingdoms period discovered in central region,
Gonjiam-ri, Gwangju
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Ironware production base of migrants from northwestern region of the Korean Peninsula,

Gian-ri, Hwaseong
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From Mahan to Hanseong Backje
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By the 4th century BC, Baekje, one of the 54 tribal states of Mahan, became a full-fledged
state. The expansion of Baekje was made through the integration of statelets belonging to the
Mahan confederacy that had been local powers. The statelets, once the members of the Mahan
confederacy across different areas, were gradually incorporated into the new society of Baekje
In the previous studies, it was viewed that Baekje started to directly control the Gyeonggi region
immediately after it became a state. However, the latest discoveries suggest that the material
culture after the Hanseong Period found in the Gyeonggi region has the influence of the central
Baekje, but also the characteristics of aboriginal culture from Mahan. In the ancient state of Baekje
after consolidating the Mahan confederacy, the relationship of Baekje and Mahan changed to that

of ‘central’ and ‘regional’. However, such process should be viewed from the perspective of diverse

interactions rather than unilateral actions.
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From a statelet to ancient kingdom of Baekje, Mongchontoseong and Seokchon-dong tombs
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Remains of giant four-pillar type dwelling and double-rimmed jars, Eunhaeng-dong and Gyesu-dong, Siheung
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Remains of typical Mahan Square-shaped dwelling, Goraesilgol, Namchon-dong, Incheon
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Traces of people who migrated to northern Gyeonggi area and lived in four-pillar type dwelling, Okjeong-dong, Yangju
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Tomb where gilt-bronze crown and ornamental shoes were discovered for the first time in Gyeonggi-do,
Yo-ri, Hwaseong
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Expansion of power of Backje in the Gyeongan Stream basin, Gorim-dong, Yongin
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Backje strategic base in southern Gyeonggi area, Sogeun Fortress site, Hwaseong
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Plain Harder Pottery - Triangular Attached-rim Vessel
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