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<abstract>

The change according to the times of ‘Sam Jok Oh(Z=REk)

Son, Hwan-Il

In Kokuryeo is a crow which has one head and three legs. It has a deep
relation with the thought and culture of the Korean nation indicated in the
region where Dong-i tribe or descendents of Old-chosun era lived. So, Kokuryu
has the spirit of heavenly offsprings. King Dongmyungsung who is the founder
of Kokuryeo, Parkhuykgeose of Silla era, and King Kim, Su-ro of Kaya era are
heavenly offsprings or heavenly kings and are entiled to forefathers of
shamanism. Therefore, they as heavenly offsprings are equal to King Dangun or
the founding father of the Korean nation as Mountain god. Those are shamanic
Mountain gods and three gods of Dangun. The faith of three gods was the
dominant faith of Kokuryeo, and after Buddhism was introduced and became
national religion, it barely kept itself in existence. So, ‘Sam Jok Oh(ZR5) is
three gods of sun, the three gods of sun are Whan-In, Whan-Wung, and Dangun
who were sent from Heaven and became the object of worship. It is why
heavenly offsprings or heavenly kings have a relation as forefathers of
shamanism.

‘Sam Jok Oh(=®2%) is shown in the mural of an old tomb - stuff from a
funeral in Kokuryeo era, Kiwa - Mith of Silla and Backjae era, books of
Buddhism - equipment for buddhism of Korea era, and a tombstone and a
falktale - the name of place in the Choson Dynasty era. That ‘Sam Jok Oh(=@
&) is described with different design and form according to the times is to be
representative of the culture at that time. The ‘Sam Jok Oh(=Z/2%) is described
as Bongwhang(or a phoenix) at the peak day of Kokuryeo or United Silla,
Choénma(or Pegasus) in militant™ s times of Korea era. It is also indicated with a
crow, Bongwhang(or a phoenix) and the fowls, which the three legs of ‘Sam Jok
Oh(Z®ZK) were omitted and only llwol was left to become Ilwoldo.

‘Sam Jok Oh(=ZEK)’ and faith for Sam shin(three gods) have been kept in
existence around the life of the Korean nation from Kokuryeo era to presnet
for 150 years. The ‘Sam Jok Oh(=RK) was the representative of Chosdn
which was the estern country with the rising sun and is still a symbol of the

Korean nation.
Key Word : Sam Jok Oh(=R) - Old-chosén(FH#f) - Dangun(#%E) - Koguryeo

(ZHE) - Backjae(E¥) - Silla(##&) - Korea(FE) - Choson(Eiff) - Samshin(three
gods ; =ji®#) - Dong-i tribe(EREE&K)
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Formation and Development Sun Emblems
Seen Through Sun Flags

Kim Joo-mi

[Abstract]

Many sun emblems of Dongi Tribe feature three-legged hawks, crows or eagles within
the sun pattern while many sun emblems of Hwaha Tribe feature two-legged birds or
flying birds, or no bird within the sun pattern. These features of the two sun emblem
styles served as an important motive in the formation and development of sun emblems.
Although Korea's sun emblems changed with the passage of time, it is apparent from
numerous works that the tradition of hawks, crows and eagles, as well as three legs
have been carried on. The depiction of the said birds was influenced by Dongi Tribe's
worship of the birds, and the three legs each symbolized heaven, earth and man.
Splendid and majestic ceremonial objects were used in national rituals to display the
ruler's authority of governing the heaven and earth and the state's power. Of them, the
ceremonial flag, serving as the standard sign, became the core of emblems. Of
ceremonial flags decorated with diverse patterns, the sun flag which features an
auspicious bird and symbolizes heavenly beings and good omen, implies the political
thoughts of the Orient which embraced the unification of heaven and man. And, the bird
here symbolizes the sun and the emperor.

Of data surviving until present day, Korea's sun flags can bee seen only in ceremonial
flags created during the period of Korean Empire towards the end of the Joseon Dynasty.
These sun flags show the dignity of the Korean Empire, and Joseon's self-independence
not as a satellite state of then China, but as an empire. The sun flags feature a flying
bird in the circle, and thus differ from the sun flags of the Ming Dynasty which symbolize
the sun only by the circle. Featured in the circle of the sun flag are a hawk, a crow,
and an eagle, as the sun flag carries the tradition of the sun emblem (three-legged birds
in the circle} depicted in murals of the Goguryeo Dynasty. However, flying two-legged
(not three-legged) birds were depicted as the sun flags were influenced by the Chinese
principle of Yin and Yang, and the principle of heaven and man corresponding to each
other and man worshiping heaven as advocated by Dong Zhongshu, a Han Dynasty
scholar. As the Joseon Dynasty watched the fall of the Qing Dynasty, the sun flag
implies the thought of Joseon respecting China as the only state that could inherit
Chinese culture.

Key words: Sun flag, the unification of heaven and man, hawk/crow/eagle,

heaven/earth/man, principle of Yin and Yang, principle of heaven and man corresponding
to each other and man worshiping heaven, thought of Joseon respecting China
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