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Volunteering as a Native Speaker

Sandy Williams | English Storytelling Volunteer

Two months after I arrived in Korea, my first and
very best Korean friend, Jeong YooSoon, asked me if
[ would like to volunteer to do storytelling at the
Icheon Public Library. I said yes! I think YooSoon
was surprised that I said yes so quickly, but it
sounded like fun, so the fun began.

I have never for one minute, regretted the
commitment to do the storytelling, and it has
turned out to be the highlight of my entire stay in
Korea. When the time comes to go back to the
U.S.A., Tl miss storytelling and the friends T ve
made through the library more than anything else.

The rewards for volunteering are endless. The
happy smiles on the children’s faces are just the
beginning. Sometimes the “regulars” bring me
small little gifts; handmade cards, an orange or

piece of candy, homemade rice

for me. I love it all! It s

W 2lso rewarding to hear
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the tiny little voices repeating verses to a song that I’
ve taught them, or “helping” me read a familiar book.

Other rewards were really unexpected, like the
chartered bus trips the library hosts for the
volunteers, and the jobs offers! In the two years that
I've been volunteering at the library, I ve had
hundreds of job offers. I ve not taken any of the
offers, but knowing that I have other options for
employment is a comfort in itself.

Not all of the volunteers do storytelling. There
are many jobs at the public library for volunteers to
do, and they do their jobs well. Volunteers also
staff the Library s booth at the Lifelong Learning
Festival and help in other festivals too. Some
volunteers help patrons check out books or find
the book they want.

I feel very fortunate to be allowed to do the
storytelling at the library. Someone asked me
once if I really did it for free, and I said yes,

of course I do it for free. What they

don’t know is I love it so
much, I might pay for the

privilege, if necessary!
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Do I recommend volunteer work? Yes! It is the most
rewarding work there is. I highly recommend
volunteer work to everyone, and especially fellow
expatriates.

The library is a great place to “work” but there are
many other public buildings where volunteers are
needed. If you don't already volunteer somewhere,
get out there and find your place in this beautiful
city!

If South Korea would grand me permanent
resident status, I would retire, and just do volunteer
work all the time,

Thanks, Icheon Library, for giving me such a fun

and rewarding hobby!
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